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 This week, leading the pack: Atlas V with Europe’s Thales Alenia Space launch services and amateur satellite owner Space Ventures Corp.’s re-launch By Patrick Scanlon (SPACE.com) — A pair of satellites headed to new homes are leading the news, but there are plenty of other projects in the running that could launch in the next few months. This week, after an over a year-long launch
postponement due to a battery swap problem on one of the satellites, Space Venture Corp. announced plans to launch their FASTPREP 2 communications satellite into orbit using a rocket already in service. The small satellite will ride into orbit on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket headed to the International Space Station for delivery. While this mission is the second time a re-launch of this kind will be

attempted for this satellite owner, the effort is supported by a new European space industry cooperative known as Eurockot. The agency has agreed to provide launch services for Space Venture Corp. on the missions, which will use the Thales Alenia space launch services of Atlas V rockets. Space Venture Corp. plans to launch on both a Falcon 9 and an Ariane 5 for these missions. The FASTPREP 2
satellite is scheduled to launch at 8:31 p.m. EDT (4:31 a.m. local time) on Sept. 27 from Space Launch Complex 4E at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. Also this week, the U.S. Air Force awarded a contract for a more powerful second stage engine for SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket. The contract for the engine, made by Blue Origin, is worth $16.8 million. SpaceX’s new Raptor engine is
designed to power the Falcon Heavy and SpaceX’s future Starship space transport system. The rocket’s first stage will use the Merlin Vacuum engine, which is also currently used on the company’s Falcon 9 rocket. The Air Force awarded two development contracts worth $29.6 million and $20 million in April for testing. This week also marks the beginning of the work on the powerful new rocket’s

second stage, and it appears the work could be completed in time for the company’s first flight of its much larger Starship space transport system in November. The rocket is designed to carry people and cargo to space at a fraction of the cost of existing launchers, 82157476af
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